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The Program meets the educational goals of the 

American Academy of Otolaryngology — Head and 

Neck Surgery Foundation’s National Center for the 

Promotion of Research in Otolaryngology (NCPRO). 

The program has been sponsored by a generous 

unrestricted educational grant from Daiichi 

Pharmaceutical Corporation.

Daiichi Pharmaceutical Corporation

Be a BEST ENT physician. 

Building Evidence for Successful Treatments in ENT

• Earn recognition at annual meetings

• Earn an Academy honor point

• Be listed as a BEST ENT physician on 

 Web site www.entnet.org



Evidence-based
Medicine and
Biostatistics

Selection of Scholars
Physicians with a strong interest in the pursuit of patient-oriented 

research development are sought for participation in the program. 

The program specifically looks for individuals who are motivated 

to learn, driven to succeed and who show a dedicated interest in 

the promotion of evidence-based research endeavors.

Each year, a class of up to 30 Scholars is selected. The call 

for applications opens in May, and Scholars are notified of 

their acceptance in July. 

The Clinical Scholars program is offered in a flexible format 

over the Internet or on CD-ROM. Each Scholar will be held 

accountable for completion of each module. Every homework 

assignment, exercise and quiz is reviewed and tracked by the 

Clinical Scholar staff to help the Scholar learn the most important 

concepts in clinical research.

For More Information Contact
American Academy of Otolaryngology—

Head and Neck Surgery Foundation

One Prince Street

Alexandria, VA 22314

1-703-836-4444

www.entnet.org/research

Faculty and Administrators 
David L. Witsell, MD, MHS

Instructor and Program Manager

Associate Professor, Otolaryngology—

Head and Neck Surgery

Duke Clinical Research Institute Instructor 

and Program Manager

Associate Professor, Otolaryngology—

Head and Neck Surgery

Duke Clinical Research Institute

Maureen Hannley, PhD

Instructor and Chief Research Officer

American Academy of Otolaryngology—

Head and Neck Surgery Foundation

Sandra Stinnett, PhD

Instructor in Biostatistics

Assistant Research Professor of Biostatistics 

Duke Clinical Research Institute

Modules
Modules may be updated yearly.

• Course Introduction at AAO-HNS 

Annual Meeting

• Medical Ethics

• Critical Literature Review

• Hypothesis Development

• Study Design

• Data Management

• Protocol Development I

• Protocol Development II—Funding 

Resources

• Introduction to Grant Writing

• Budget Planning

• Statistical Analysis

Course of Study
Scholars attend their first module at the Annual Meeting of the 

American Academy of Otolaryngology—Head and Neck Surgery 

Foundation in September. Scholars proceed through online 

coursework that averages approximately 5 hours per month. A final 

presentation of each Scholar’s research protocol is required at 

the following year’s AAO-HNF Annual Meeting.

Each module includes reading assignments, e-lectures and online 

quizzes. Homework assignments may be submitted via fax or e-mail. 

Graduates are expected to participate as investigators in the 

BEST ENT Network and to encourage colleagues to participate 

in these endeavors. Graduate Scholars are also encouraged to 

serve as mentors for future Scholars.

About the Program
The Clinical Scholars Program in Evidence-based Medicine and 

Biostatistics program was begun in 2001 to foster 

improvement in evidence-based medicine practices by promoting 

the growth of research interests and training practicing physicians 

as investigators. 

The Program meets the educational goals of the American Academy 

of Otolaryngology—Head and Neck Surgery Foundation’s 

National Center for the Promotion of Research in Otolaryngology 

(NCPRO). The program is sponsored by a generous unrestricted 

educational grant from Daiichi Pharmaceutical Corporation.

Clinical Scholars Program


