
Sexuality and Fertility after Cancer http://www.cancer.duke.edu/pated/PFRCNews/PFRCNewsletterAugust0...

2 of 3 5/10/2007 3:53 PM

 

In the Know
Connecting Patient / Family Library Patrons

To Information, Ideas and Resources

August 2005
from

The Duke Patient/Family Resource Center

 The Duke Patient/Family Resource Center is:

A lending library offering books, audio and video tapes, magazines and free brochures dealing
with cancer and certain blood disorders and with issues of coping, survivo rship, caregiving, and
grieving

Open 8:30 to 5:00 every day the Morris Clinics are open

Located in the White Zone, first floor, of the Morris Cancer Clinic, Room 15123.

Our phone number is 919-684-6955. Our email address is FamilyLibrary@mc.duke.edu

Resource Center Coordinator: Harriet Whitehead, PhD
Cancer Patient Education Program Director: Kerry Harwood, RN, MSN 
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Introduction

"Well, I'm surviving cancer," one patient remarked to me, "But I 
don't know if my sex life is."  The remark could have come from
any number of cancer survivors. One thinks first of those who
have undergone treatment for one of the reproductive cancers -
breast, prostate, cervix, ovary, vulva (oh yes), penis (oh yes) -
which often can have as an outcome missing or altered sexual
parts, and reduced or altered sexual functioning. But surgical
changes to any part of the anatomy can have erotic consequences, 
as anyone who lost a leg, a hand, a jaw, or full lung function can
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